AMENDMENT UNDER 37 C.F.R. § 1.116 
U.S. Patent Application No. 09/977,387 

AMENDMENTS TO THE CLAIMS 

This listing of claims will replace all prior versions and listings of claims in the 

application: 

LISTING OF CLAIMS: 

Claim 1 (currently amended): A method for determining a selling price in a network 
system where -in which a plurality of buyer terminals, an order-receiving center terminal and a 
plurality of product supplier terminals are connected via a network, wh e r e i n the method 
comprising : 

A) placing an order, at the buyer terminal^ is op e rat e d by a us e r to plac e an order b y 
sending a product identifier for sp e cifyin g which specifies a product to be ordered, an order 
quantity of the product and a delivery date for delivery of the product to the order-receiving 
center terminal; 

B) determining, at the order-receiving center terminal, d e t e rmin e s a final selling price of 
the product which is ordered by the buyer terminal based on a standard selling price of the 
ord e r e d produc t which is ordered , a period from the-time of order to the delivery date and a total 
order quantity of the product for the same-delivery date which is specified that has b ee n acc e pt e d 
by th e tim e ord e r acc e ptanc e is clos e d , said total order quantity including previously accepted 
orders of the product for the delivery date and subsequently accepted orders of the product for 
the delivery date which are accepted before acceptance of orders of said product for said delivery 
date is closed , and seads -sending the det e rmin e d final selling price which is determined to. 
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among the plurality of product supplier terminals, a product supplier terminal of a product 
supplier p roviding which provides the ord e r e d produc t which is ordered : and 

C) receiving, at the product supplier terminal , r e c e ives the final selling price which is sent 
from the order-receiving center terminal. 

Claim 2 (currently amended): A method for determining a selling price in a network 
system where -in which a plurality of buyer terminals, an order-receiving center terminal and a 
plurality of product supplier terminals are connected via a network, wh e r e i n the method 
comprising : 

A) sending, from the buyer terminal ^ is op e rat e d by a us e r to s e nd a request for a 
delivery-date-basis base price menu for a desired product to the order-receiving center terminal 
together with a product identifier of the desired product; 

B) sending, from the order-receiving center terminal-sends the delivery-date-basis base 
price menu to the buyer terminal, which includes base prices corresponding to a plurality of 
delivery dates for the product specified by the product identifier which is sent with the request 
for the delivery-date-basis base price menu; 

C) displaying, at the buyer terminal ^ displays the delivery-date-basis base price menu A 
which is sent from the order-receiving center terminal^ on a display device, wherein aft e r which 
th e us e r places an order is placed by sending an order quantity and a delivery date for the product 
to the order-receiving center terminal; 

D) the order-receiving center terminal 



3 



AMENDMENT UNDER 37 C.F.R. § 1.116 
U.S. Patent Application No. 09/977,387 

i) d e termin e s determining a final selling price of the product plac e d an ordo r which 
is ordered by the buyer terminal based on a standard selling price of the ord e r e d p roduct, a period 
from the-time of order to the delivery date, and a total order quantit y of the product for the 
delivery date which is specified for th e sam e deliv e ry dat e that has b ee n accept e d by th e timo 
ord e r acc e ptanc e is close d , said total order quantity including previously accepted orders of the 
product for the delivery date and subsequently accepted order of the product for the delivery date 
which are accepted before acceptance of orders of said product for said delivery date is closed , 

ii) sends -sending the d e t e rmin e d final selling price which is determined to. among 
the plurality of product supplier terminals, a product supplier terminal of a product supplier 
which provides p roviding the ordered product, 

iii) fesetsresetting, upon accepting an order from the buyer terminal, the base 
price of the product in the delivery-date-basis base price menu for the delivery date which is 
specified by the order based on th e so far acc e pte d a currently accepted total order quantity of the 
product for the same-delivery date which is specified , said currently accepted total order quantity 
including previously accepted orders of the product for the desired delivery date, and a period 
from the-present time point to the delivery date, and 

iv) fesetsresetting, at a predetermined timin g time , the base prices of the delivery- 
date-basis base price menu for respective delivery dates based on the se- fecurrently accepted 
total order quantities of the product for the respective delivery dates and periods from the present 
time point to the respective delivery dates; and 
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E) receiving, at the product supplier terminal^ r e c e iv e s the final selling price which is sent 
from the order-receiving center terminal. 

Claim 3 (currently amended): A method for determining a selling price in a network 
system where -in which a plurality of buyer terminals, an order-receiving center terminal and a 
plurality of product supplier terminals are connected via a network, wh e r e i n the method 
comprising : 

A) sending, from the buyer terminal , is op e rat e d by a us e r to s e nd a request for a 
delivery-date-basis base price menu for a desired product to the order-receiving center terminal 
together with a product identifier of the desired product; 

B) sending, from the order-receiving center terminal-sends the delivery-date-basis base 
price menu to the buyer terminal, which includes base prices corresponding to a plurality of 
delivery dates for the product specified by the product identifier which is sent with the request 
for the delivery-date-basis base price; 

C) displaying, at the buyer terminal ^ displays the delivery-date-basis base price menu A 
which is sent from the order-receiving center terminal^ on a display device, aft e r which wherein 
the user sends an estimation request is sent to the order-receiving center terminal together with a 
desired order quantity and a desired delivery date for the desired product : 

D) the order-receiving center terminal 

i) e stimat e s estimating a price, upon receiving the estimation request from the 
buyer terminal, based on a standard selling price of the product to be estimated, a se-ja rcurrently 
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accepted total order quantity of the product to be estimated for the desired delivery date A 
counting said currently accepted total order quantity including previously accepted orders of the 
product for the desired delivery date and the order quantity sent with the estimation request^ and 
a period from the-present time point to the delivery date, and 

ii) seeds -sending the estimated price to the buyer terminal; 

E) displaying, at the buyer terminal ^ displays the estimated price which is sent from the 
order-receiving center terminal on a display device, aft e r whic h wherein an order confirmation is 
sent to the order-receiving center terminal as op e rat e d by th e us e r ; 

F) the order-receiving center terminal 

i) d e t e rmin es <ietermining a final selling price of the product whose order has 
been confirmed by the buyer terminal based on the standard selling price of the ordered product, 
a period from the-time of order to the delivery date^ and a total order quantit y of th e ord e r e d 
product for th e ord e r e d d e liv e ry dat e that has b ee n acc e pt e d by th e tim e ord e r acc e ptanc e is 
elese d, said total order quantity including previously accepted orders of the product for the 
delivery date and subsequently accepted orders of the product for the delivery date which are 
accepted before acceptance of orders for said product on said delivery date is closed , 

ii) sends -sending the determined final selling price to, among the plurality of 
product suppliers, a product supplier providing terminal of a product supplier which provides the 
ord e r e d p roduct which is ordered , 

iii) reset sresetting, upon receiving the order confirmation from the buyer terminal, 
the base price of the ord e r e d p roduct which is ordered in the delivery-date-basis base price menu 
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for the ord e r e d delivery date of the order b ased on the se- fecurrently accepted total order 
quantity of the product for the same-delivery date and a period from the present time point to the 
delivery date, and 

iv) Fesetsresetting, at a predetermined timing, the base prices of the delivery-date- 
basis base price menu for respective delivery dates based on the se-4a rcurrentlv accepted total 
order quantities for the respective delivery dates and periods from the present time point to the 
respective delivery dates; and 

G) receiving, at the product supplier terminal ^ r e c e iv e s the final selling price which is 
sent from the order-receiving center terminal. 

Claim 4 (original): A method for determining a selling price according to claim 1, 
wherein the order-receiving center terminal determines the final selling price for the order such 
that the selling price is less expensive for a larger total order quantity and for a longer period 
from the time of order to the delivery date. 

Claim 5 (currently amended): A method for determining a selling price according to 
claim 4, wherein: 

A)-the product supplier terminal sends product information to the order-receiving center 
terminal, which includes the standard selling price of the product to be sold, a price scheme 
including discount rates based on total order quantities and discount rates based on periods from 
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the present time to delivery dates, and schedule information including delivery dates and dates 
for closing order acceptance for the product; and 

B)-the order-receiving center terminal determines a -the selling price for the order based 
on arthe total order quantity, ar -the p eriod from the time of order to the delivery date and the price 
scheme. 

Claim 6 (currently amended): A method for determining a selling price according to 
claim 2, wherein A)-the order-receiving center terminal: 

i) determines the final selling price for the order such that the selling price is less 
expensive for a larger total order quantity and for a longer period from the time of order to the 
delivery date; and 

ii) resets the base prices in the delivery-date-basis base price menu such that the 
rese^selling prices which are reset are less expensive for a larger total order quantity and for a 
longer period from the time of order to the delivery date. 

Claim 7 (currently amended): A method for determining a selling price according to 
claim 6, wherein: 

A)-the product supplier terminal sends product information to the order-receiving center 
terminal, which includes the standard selling price of the product to be sold, a price scheme 
including discount rates based on total order quantities and discount rates based on periods to 
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delivery dates, and schedule information including a plurality of delivery dates and dates for 
closing order acceptance of the product for the plurality of delivery dates; and 
B)-the order-receiving center terminal 

i) determines the final selling price for the order based on a-the total order 
quantity, a 4he p eriod from the time of order to the delivery date and the price scheme, and 

ii) resets the base prices in the delivery-date-basis base price menu based on total 
order quantities, periods from the time of order to the delivery dates and the price scheme. 

Claim 8 (currently amended): A method for determining a selling price according to 
claim 3, wherein-A) the order-receiving center terminal: 

i) determines the final selling price for the order such that the selling price is less 
expensive for a larger total order quantity and for a longer period from the time of order to the 
delivery date; 

ii) resets the base prices in the delivery-date-basis base price menu such that the 
rese^selling prices which are reset are less expensive for a larger total order quantity and for a 
longer period from the time of order to the delivery date; and 

iii) estimates the price such that the selling price is less expensive for a larger total 
order quantity and for a longer period from the time of order to the delivery date. 

Claim 9 (currently amended): A method for determining a selling price according to 
claim 8, wherein: 
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A) -the product supplier terminal sends product information to the order-receiving center 
terminal, which includes the standard selling price of the product to be sold, a price scheme 
including discount rates based on total order quantities and discount rates based on periods to 
delivery dates, and schedule information including a plurality of delivery dates and dates for 
closing order acceptance for the product for the respective delivery dates; and 

B) -the order-receiving center terminal determines: 

i) the final selling price for the order based on a-the total order quantity, arthe 
period from the time of order to the delivery date and the price scheme, 

ii) resets the base prices in the delivery-date-basis base price menu based on total 
order quantities, periods from the time of order to the delivery dates and the price scheme, and 

iii) estimates the price based on arthe total order quantity, a-the period from the 
time of order to the delivery date and the price scheme. 

Claim 10 (currently amended): A system for determining a selling price in a network 
system whe^e -in which a plurality of buyer terminals, an order-receiving center terminal and a 
plurality of product supplier terminals are connected via a network, wh e r e i n the system 
comprising : 

A) the buyer terminal compris e s comprising an ordering means for placing an order as 
op e rat e d by a user b y sending a product identifie r of a product , an order quantity and a delivery 
date to the order-receiving center terminal; 
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B) the order-receiving center terminal compris e s comprising a final price determining 
means for 

i) determining a final selling price of the product which is ordered by the buyer 
terminal based on a standard selling price of the ordered product, a period from the time of order 
to the delivery date and a total order quantit y, said total order quantity including previously 
accepted orders of the product for the delivery date and subsequently accepted orders of the 
product for the delivery date which are accepted before acceptance of orders for said product on 
said delivery date is closed for th e d e liv e ry date that has b ee n acc e pt e d by th e timo ordor 
acc e ptanc e is clos e d , and 

ii) sending the d e t e rmined final selling price which is determined to, among the 
plurality of product supplier terminals, a product supplier terminal of a product supplier which 
provides p roviding the ordered product; and 

C) the product supplier terminal compris e s comprising an order information receiving 
means for receiving the final selling price which is sent from the order-receiving center terminal. 

Claim 1 1 (currently amended): A system for determining a selling price in a network 
system where -in which a plurality of buyer terminals, an order-receiving center terminal and a 
plurality of product supplier terminals are connected via a network, wh e r e in, the system 
comprising: 

A) the buyer terminal compris e s comprising : 

a) a delivery-date-basis base price menu requesting means for 
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i) sending , as op e rat e d by a us e r, a request for a delivery-date-basis base 
price menu for a desired product to the order-receiving center terminal together with a product 
identifier of the desired product, and 

ii) displaying the delivery-date-basis base price men u, which is sent from 
the order-receiving terminal on a display device; and 

b) an ordering means for placing an orde r, as op e rat e d by the user, by sending a 
desired order quantity and a desired delivery date to the order-receiving center terminal, 
B) the order-receiving center terminal comprises comprising : 

a) a delivery-date-basis base price determining means for 

i) sending, upon receiving the request for the delivery-date-basis base 
price menu, the delivery-date-basis base price menu to the buyer terminal, which includes base 
prices for a plurality of delivery dates for the product which is specified by the product identifier 
sent with the request for the delivery-date-basis base price, 

ii) resetting, upon accepting an order from the buyer terminal, the base 
price of the product in the delivery-date-basis base price menu for the delivery date which is 
specified by the order based on th e so fa r a currently accepted total order quantity of the product 
for the same-delivery dat e, said currently accepted total order quantity including previously 
accepted orders of the product for the delivery date which is specified and a period from the 
present time point to the delivery date, and 

iii) resetting, at a predetermined timing, the base prices of the delivery- 
date-basis base price menu for respective delivery dates based on the se-ja rcurrently accepted 
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total order quantities of the product for the respective delivery dates and periods from the present 
time point to the respective delivery dates; and 

b) a final price determining means for 

i) determining a final selling price of the product which is ordered by the 
buyer terminal based on a standard selling price of the ordered product, a period from the time of 
order to the delivery date, and a total order quantit y for th e sam e d e livery dat e that has boon 
acc e pt e d by th e tim e ord e r acceptanc e is clos e d , said total order quantity including the previously 
accepted orders of the product for the delivery date and subsequently accepted orders of the 
product which are accepted before acceptance of orders of the product for the delivery date is 
closed, and 

ii) sending the determined final selling price to, among the plurality of 
product supplier terminals, a product supplier providing the ordered product; and 

C) the product supplier terminal compris e s comprising an order information receiving 
means for receiving the final selling price sent from the order-receiving center terminal 

Claim 12 (currently amended): A system for determining a selling price in a network 
system where -in which a plurality of buyer terminals, an order-receiving center terminal and a 
plurality of product supplier terminals are connected via a network, wh e r e ku the system 
comprising: 

A) the buyer terminal compris e s comprising : 

a) a delivery-date-basis base price menu requesting means for 
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i) sendin g, as op e rated by a us e r, a request for a delivery-date-basis base 
price menu for a desired product to the order-receiving center terminal together with a product 
identifier of the desired product, and 

ii) displaying the delivery-date-basis base price menu sent from the order- 
receiving center terminal on a display device; 

b) an estimation requesting means for 

i) sending a request for estimation to the order-receiving center terminal 
together with an order quantity and a delivery date for the product, and 

ii) displaying an estimated price , which is sent from the order-receiving 
terminal^ on the display device; and 

c) an ordering means for informing the order-receiving center terminal that the 
order is confirmed with the order quantity and the delivery date sent by the estimation requesting 
means; and 

B) the order-receiving center terminal compris e s comprising : ^ 
a) a delivery-date-basis base price determining means for 

i) sending, upon receiving the request for the delivery-date-basis base 
price menu from the buyer terminal, the delivery-date-basis base price menu to the buyer 
terminal, which includes base prices corresponding to a plurality of delivery dates for the product 
which is specified by the product identifier sent with the request for the delivery-date-basis base 
price, 
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ii) resetting, upon accepting an order confirmation from the buyer 
terminal, the base price of the product in the delivery-date-basis base price menu for the delivery 
date specified by the order based on th e so fa r a currently accepted total order quantity of the 
product for the delivery date including previously accepted orders of the product for the delivery 
date which is specified and a period from the present time point to the delivery date, and 

iii) resetting, upon at_a predetermined timing, the base prices of the 
delivery-date-basis base price menu for respective delivery dates based on periods from the 
present time point to the respective delivery dates and se-4a rcurrently accepted total order 
quantities of the product for the respective delivery dates; 

b) a price estimating means for 

i) estimating a price, upon receiving a request for estimation from the 
buyer terminal, based on a standard selling price of the product to be estimated, a se-4a rcurrentlv 
accepted total order quantity of the product to be estimated for the delivery date including 
previously accepted orders of the product for the delivery date which is specified and counting 
the order quantity sent with the estimation request and a period from the present time point to the 
delivery date, and 

ii) sending the estimated price to the buyer terminal; and 

c) a final price determining means for 

i) determining a final selling price for the confirmed order based on the 
standard selling price of the ordered product, a period from the time of order to the delivery date, 
a total order quantit y for th e sam e d e livery dat e that has b ee n acc e pt e d by th e tim e order 
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acc e ptanc e is clos e d , said total order quantity including previously accepted orders of the product 
for the delivery date and subsequently accepted orders of the product which are accepted before 
acceptance of orders for said product on said delivery date is closed , and 

ii) sending the determined final selling price to, among the plurality of 
product supplier terminals, a product supplier providing the ordered product; and 
C) the product supplier terminal compris e s comprising an order information receiving means for 
receiving the final selling price sent from the order-receiving center terminal. 

Claim 13 (currently amended): A system for determining a selling price according to 
claim 10, wherein the final price determining means determines a-the final selling price for the 
order such that the selling price is less expensive for a larger total order quantity and for a longer 
period from the time of order to the delivery date. 

Claim 14 (currently amended): A system for determining a selling price according to 
claim 13, whereinT^A) the product supplier terminal comprises: 

a) a product information sending means for sending product information to the 
order-receiving center terminal, which includes the standard selling price of the product to be 
sold; 

b) a price scheme sending means for sending a price scheme for the product 
specified in the product information to the order-receiving center terminal, which includes 
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discount rates based on total order quantities and discount rates based on periods to delivery 
dates; and 

c) a schedule information sending means for sending schedule information to the 
order-receiving center terminal, which includes delivery dates and closing dates for order 
acceptance for the product specified in the product information, 

wherein the final selling price determining means determines the final selling price for 
the order based on the total order quantity, the period from the time of order to the delivery date 
and the price scheme. 

Claim 15 (original): A system for determining a selling price according to claim 11, 
wherein: 

the final selling price determining means determines the final selling price for the order 
such that the selling price is less expensive for a larger total order quantity and for a longer 
period from the time of order to the delivery date; and 

the delivery-date-basis base price determining means resets the base prices in the 
delivery-date-basis base price menu such that the reset selling prices are less expensive for a 
larger total order quantity and for a longer period from the time of order to the delivery date. 

Claim 16 (currently amended): A system for determining a selling price according to 
claim 15, wherein^A) the product supplier terminal comprises: 
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a) a product information sending means for sending product information to the 
order-receiving center terminal, which includes the standard selling price of the product to be 
sold; 

b) a price scheme sending means for sending a price scheme for the product 
specified in the product information to the order-receiving center terminal, which includes 
discount rates based on total order quantities and discount rates based on periods to delivery 
dates; and 

c) a schedule information sending means for sending schedule information to the 
order-receiving center terminal, which includes delivery dates and closing dates for order 
acceptance for the product specified in the product information, 

wherein the final selling price determining means determines the final selling price for 
the order based on the total order quantity, the period from the time of order to the delivery date 
and the price scheme, and 

wherein the delivery-date-basis base price determining means resets the base prices in the 
delivery-date-basis base price menu based on a-the total order quantity, a -the p eriod from the 
present time point to the delivery date and the price scheme. 

Claim 17 (original): A system for determining a selling price according to claim 12, 
wherein: 
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the final selling price determining means determines the final selling price for the order 
such that the selling price is less expensive for a larger total order quantity and for a longer 
period from the time of order to the delivery date; 

the delivery-date-basis base price determining means resets the base prices in the 
delivery-date-basis base price menu such that the reset selling prices are less expensive for a 
larger total order quantity and for a longer period from the present time point to the delivery 
date; and 

the price estimating means estimates a price such that the estimated selling price is less 
expensive for a larger total order quantity and for a longer period from the time of order to the 
delivery date. 

Claim 1 8 (currently amended): A system for determining a selling price according to 
claim 17, wherein, A)-the product supplier terminal comprises: 

a) a product information sending means for sending product information to the 
order-receiving center terminal, which includes a standard selling price of a product to be sold; 

b) a price scheme sending means for sending a price scheme for the product 
specified in the product information to the order-receiving center terminal, which includes 
discount rates based on total order quantities and discount rates based on periods to delivery 
dates; and 
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c) a schedule information sending means for sending schedule information to the 
order-receiving center terminal, which includes delivery dates and closing dates of order 
acceptance for the product specified in the product information, 

wherein the final selling price determining means determines the final selling price for 
the order based on a-the total order quantity, a rthe p eriod from the time of order to the delivery 
date and the price scheme, 

wherein the delivery-date-basis base price determining means resets the base prices in the 
delivery-date-basis base price menu based on a -the total order quantity, a -the p eriod from the 
present time point to the delivery date and the price scheme, and 

wherein the price estimating means estimates a price based on a total order quantity, a 
period from the present time point to the delivery date and the price scheme. 

Claim 19 (currently amended): A computer-readable storage medium ie^storing a 
program for r e alizing a syst e m for d e termining a s e lling pric e in a n e twork syst e m wh e r e a 
plurality of buy e r t e rminal comput e rs, an ord e r r e c e iving c e nt e r t e rminal comput e r and a 
plurality of product suppli e r t e rminal comput e rs ar e conn e ct e d via a n e twork, wh e r e in th e 
program uses: 

A) th e buy e r t e rminal comput e r as an ord e ring m e ans for placing an ord e r, as op e rat e d by 
a us e r, by s e nding a product id e ntifi e r for sp e cifying a product to b e ord e r e d, an ord e r quantity 
and a d e liv e ry date to th e ord e r r e c e iving c e nt e r t e rminal computer; 

B) th e ord e r r e c e iving c e nt e r t e rminal comput e r as a final price det e rmining moans for 
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i) d e t e rmining a final s e lling pric e of th e product order e d by th e buy e r terminal 
computer bas e d on a standard s e lling pric e of th e ord e r e d product, a p e riod from th e time of 
order to th e d e liv e ry dat e and a total order quantity for th e sam e d e livery date that has b ee n 
acc e pted by th e tim e ord e r acceptanc e is clos e d, and 

ii) s e nding th e d e t e rmin e d final s e lling pric e to, among th e plurality of product 
suppli e r t e rminal comput e rs, th e product supplier t e rminal comput e r providing th e ord e red 
product; and 

C) th e product suppli e r t e rminal comput e r as an ord e r information r e ceiving moans for receiving 
th e final s e lling pric e s e nt from th e ord e r r e ceiving c e nt e r terminal computo r which executes a 
method for determining a selling price in a network system in which a plurality of buyer 
terminals, an order-receiving center terminal and a plurality of product supplier terminals are 
connected via a network, the method comprising: 

A) placing an order, at the buyer terminal by sending a product identifier which 
specifies a product to be ordered, an order quantity of the product and a delivery date for delivery 
of the product to the order-receiving center terminal; 

B) determining, at the order-receiving center terminal, a final selling price of the product 
which is ordered by the buyer terminal based on a standard selling price of the product which is 
ordered, a period from time of order to the delivery date and a total order quantity of the product 
for the delivery date which is specified, said total order quantity including previously accepted 
orders of the product for the delivery date and subsequently accepted orders of the product for 
the delivery date which are accepted before acceptance of orders of said product for said delivery 



21 



AMENDMENT UNDER 37 C.F.R. § 1.116 
U.S. Patent Application No. 09/977,387 

date is closed, and sending the final selling price which is determined to, among the plurality of 
product supplier terminals, a product supplier terminal of a product supplier which provides the 
product which is ordered; and 

C) receiving, at the product supplier terminal the final selling price which is sent from 
the order-receiving center terminal . 

Claim 20 (currently amended): A computer-readable storage medium factoring a 
progra m for r e alizing a syst e m for d e t e rmining a s e lling pric e in a n e twork system whero a 
plurality of buy e r t e rminal comput e rs, an ord e r r e ceiving c e nt e r t e rminal computer and a 
plurality of product supplier terminal comput e rs ar e connected via a n e twork, wh e r e in the 
program us e s: 

A) the buyer t e rminal comput e r as: 

a) a d e liv e ry dat e basis bas e pric e menu r e qu e sting m e ans for 

i) sending, as op e rat e d by a us e r, a requ e st for a d e liv e ry dat e basis bas e 
pric e menu to th e ord e r r e c e iving c e nt e r t e rminal comput e r tog e th e r with a product identifier of a 
d e sir e d product, and 

ii) displaying th e d e liv e ry dat e basis base prico menu s e nt from the order 
r e c e iving t e rminal comput e r on a display d e vice, and 
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b) an ord e ring m e ans for placing an ord e r, as op e rated by th e us e r, by s e nding a 
d e sired ord e r quantity and a d e sir e d d e liv e ry dat e to the ord e r receiving c e nt e r t e rminal 
computer; 

C) th e ord e r r e c e iving c e nter terminal comput e r as: 

a) a d e liv e ry dat e basis bas e price d e t e rmining m e ans for 

i) s e nding, upon rec e iving the r e qu e st for th e d e liv e ry dat e basis bas e 
pric e menu, th e d e liv e ry dat e basis base pric e m e nu to th e buy e r t e rminal comput e r, which 
includ e s bas e pric e s for a plurality of deliv e ry dates for th e product specifi e d by the product 
id e ntifier s e nt with th e r e qu e st for th e d e liv e ry date basis bas e pric e m e nu, 

ii) r e setting, upon acc e pting an ord e r from th e buy e r t e rminal comput e r, 
th e bas e pric e of th e product in th e delivery dat e basis bas e price m e nu for the deliv e ry date 
sp e cifi e d by th e order bas e d on th e so far acc e pt e d total order quantity of th e product for the 
d e liv e ry dat e and a p e riod from th e pres e nt tim e point to th e d e liv e ry dat e , and 

iii) r e s e tting, upon a pr e d e t e rmin e d timing, th e bas e pric e s of th e d e livery 
dat e basis bas e pric e m e nu for r e sp e ctiv e d e liv e ry dat e s based on p e riods from the pr e s e nt tim e 
point to th e r e sp e ctiv e d e liv e ry dat e s and so far acc e pt e d total ord e r quantiti e s of th e product for 
th e r e sp e ctiv e deliv e ry dates; and 

b) a final pric e d e t e rmining m e ans for 

i) d e t e rmining a final s e lling pric e of the product ord e red by th e buy e r 
t e rminal comput e r bas e d on a standard s e lling pric e of the ord e r e d product, a period from the 
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tim e of ord e r to th e d e liv e ry dat e and a total ord e r quantity for th e sam e d e liv e ry dat e that has 
b ee n acc e pt e d by th e tim e ord e r acc e ptanc e is clos e d, and 

ii) s e nding th e d e t e rmin e d final selling price to, among th e plurality of 
product suppli e r t e rminal comput e rs, a product suppli e r t e rminal comput e r providing th e ord e r e d 
product; and 

D) th e product suppli e r t e rminal comput e r as an ord e r information r e c e iving m e ans for r e c e iving 
th e final s e lling pric e s e nt from th e ord e r r e c e iving c e nt e r terminal comput e r which executes a 
method for determining a selling price in a network system in which a plurality of buyer 
terminals, an order-receiving center terminal and a plurality of product supplier terminals are 
connected via a network, the method comprising: 

A) sending, from the buyer terminal a request for a delivery-date-basis base price menu 
for a desired product to the order-receiving center terminal together with a product identifier of 
the desired product; 

B) sending, from the order-receiving center terminal, the delivery-date-basis base price 
menu to the buyer terminal, which includes base prices corresponding to a plurality of delivery 
dates for the product specified by the product identifier which is sent with the request for the 
delivery-date-basis base price menu; 

C) displaying, at the buyer terminal the delivery-date-basis base price menu, which is 
sent from the order-receiving center terminal on a display device, wherein an order is placed by 
sending an order quantity and a delivery date for the product to the order-receiving center 
terminal: 
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D) the order-receiving center terminal 

i) determining a final selling price of the product which is ordered by the buyer 
terminal based on a standard selling price of the product, a period from time of order to the 
delivery date, and a total order quantity of the product for the delivery date which is specified, 
said total order quantity including previously accepted orders of the product for the delivery date 
and subsequently accepted order of the product for the delivery date which are accepted before 
acceptance of orders of said product for said delivery date is closed, 

ii) sending the final selling price which is determined to, among the plurality of 
product supplier terminals, a product supplier terminal of a product supplier which provides the 
ordered product, 

iii) resetting, upon accepting an order from the buyer terminal, the base price of 
the product in the delivery-date-basis base price menu for the delivery date which is specified by 
the order based on a currently accepted total order quantity of the product for the delivery date 
which is specified, said currently accepted total order quantity including previously accepted 
orders of the product for the desired delivery date, and a period from present time to the delivery 
date, and 

iv) resetting, at a predetermined time, the base prices of the delivery-date-basis 
base price menu for respective delivery dates based on currently accepted total order quantities 
of the product for the respective delivery dates and periods from the present time to the 
respective delivery dates; and 
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E) receiving, at the product supplier terminal, the final selling price which is sent from 
the order-receiving center terminal 

Claim 21 (currently amended): A computer-readable storage medium fe^storing a 
program for r e alizing a syst e m for d e t e rmining a s e lling pric e in a n e twork syst e m whoro a 
plurality of buy e r t e rminal comput e rs, an ord e r r e ceiving c e nt e r t e rminal comput e r and a 
plurality of product suppli e r t e rminal comput e rs ar e conn e ct e d via a n e twork, wherein tho 
program us e s: 

A) th e buy e r t e rminal comput e r as: 

a) a d e liv e ry dat e basis bas e pric e m e nu r e qu e sting m e ans for 

i) s e nding, as operated by a us e r, a r e quest for a d e livery dat e basis baso 
pric e m e nu to th e ord e r r e c e iving cent e r t e rminal comput e r tog e th e r with a product id e ntifi e r of a 
d e sir e d product, and 

ii) displaying th e d e liv e ry date basis baso pric e menu s e nt from th e ord e r 
r e c e iving t e rminal comput e r on a display device; 

b) an e stimation r e questing m e ans for s e nding a r e qu e st for e stimation to th e 
ord e r r e c e iving c e nt e r t e rminal comput e r tog e th e r with an ord e r quantity and a d e liv e ry date of 
th e product and for displaying an e stimat e d pric e s e nt from th e ord e r r e c e iving t e rminal 
comput e r on th e display d e vic e ; and 
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c) an ordering m e ans for informing th e ord e r r e c e iving c e nt e r t e rminal computer, 
as op e rat e d by th e us e r, that th e ord e r is confirm e d with th e ord e r quantity and tho d e liv e ry date 
s e nt from th e e stimation r e qu e sting m e ans; 

B) th e ord e r r e c e iving cent e r t e rminal comput e r as: 

a) a d e liv e ry dat e basis bas e pric e d e t e rmining m e ans for 

i) s e nding, upon r e c e iving th e r e qu e st for the deliv e ry dat e basis bas e 
pric e m e nu from th e buy e r t e rminal comput e r, th e d e liv e ry dat e basis bas e pric e m e nu to th e 
buy e r t e rminal comput e r, which includ e s bas e pric e s for a plurality of deliv e ry dat e s for th e 
product sp e cifi e d by th e product id e ntifi e r s e nt with th e r e qu e st for th e d e liv e ry dat e basis bas e 
pric e m e nu, 

ii) r e s e tting, upon r e c e iving an ord e r confirmation from th e buy e r 
t e rminal, th e bas e pric e of th e product in th e d e liv e ry dat e basis bas e pric e m e nu for th e delivery 
dat e sp e cifi e d by th e ord e r bas e d on th e so far acc e pted total ord e r quantity of th e product for tho 
d e liv e ry dat e and a p e riod from th e pr e s e nt tim e point to th e d e liv e ry dat e , and 

iii) r e s e tting, upon a pr e det e rmin e d timing, th e bas e pric e s in th e d e liv e ry 
dat e basis bas e pric e m e nu for r e sp e ctiv e d e liv e ry dat e s bas e d on th e so far acc e pt e d total ord e r 
quantiti e s of th e product for th e r e sp e ctiv e d e liv e ry dat e s and p e riods from th e pr e s e nt tim e point 
to th e r e sp e ctiv e d e liv e ry dates; 

b) a price e stimating m e ans for 

i) e stimating a pric e , upon receiving the requ e st from th e buy e r t e rminal 
computer, bas e d on a standard s e lling pric e of tho product to b e e stimated, a so far acc e pt e d total 
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ord e r quantity of th e product for th e d e liv e ry dat e counting th e ord e r quantity oont with the 
e stimation requ e st and a poriod from th e pr e s e nt tim e point to th e d e liv e ry date, and 

ii) s e nding the estimat e d pric e to th e buy e r t e rminal comput e r; and 
c) a final pric e d e t e rmining m e ans for 

i) d e t e rmining a final s e lling pric e for th e ord e r confirm e d by th e buyer 
t e rminal comput e r bas e d on a standard s e lling pric e of th e ord e r e d product d e t e rmin e d by the 
suppli e r of th e product, a p e riod from th e tim e of ord e r to th e d e liv e ry dat e and a total ord e r 
quantity for th e sam e deliv e ry dat e that has b ee n acc e pt e d by th e tim e ord e r acc e ptance is clos e d, 

TEXItX 

ii) sending th e d e t e rmin e d final s e lling pric e to, among th e plurality of th e 
product suppli e r t e rminal computers, th e product suppli e r t e rminal comput e r providing th e 
ord e r e d product; and 

C) th e product suppli e r t e rminal comput e r as an ord e r information r e c e iving m e ans for r e c e iving 
th e final s e lling pric e s e nt from th e ord e r r e c e iving c e nt e r t e rminal comput e r which executes a 
method for determining a selling price in a network system in which a plurality of buyer 
terminals, an order-receiving center terminal and a plurality of product supplier terminals are 
connected via a network, the method comprising: 

A) sending, from the buyer terminal, a request for a delivery-date-basis base price menu 
for a desired product to the order-receiving center terminal together with a product identifier of 
the desired product: 
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B) sending, from the order-receiving center terminal the delivery-date-basis base price 
menu to the buyer terminal which includes base prices corresponding to a plurality of delivery 
dates for the product specified by the product identifier which is sent with the request for the 
delivery-date-basis base price: 

C) displaying, at the buyer terminal the delivery-date-basis base price menu, which is 
sent from the order-receiving center terminal on a display device, wherein the user sends an 
estimation request is sent to the order-receiving center terminal together with a desired order 
quantity and a desired delivery date for the desired product; 

D) the order-receiving center terminal 

i) estimating a price, upon receiving the estimation request from the buyer 
terminal based on a standard selling price of the product to be estimated, a currently accepted 
total order quantity of the product to be estimated for the desired delivery date including 
previously accepted orders of the product for the desired delivery date, the order quantity sent 
with the estimation request, and a period from present time to the delivery date, and 

ii) sending the estimated price to the buyer terminal; 

E) displaying, at the buyer terminal the estimated price which is sent from the order- 
receiving center terminal on a display device, wherein an order confirmation is sent to the order- 
receiving center terminal; 

F) the order-receiving center terminal 

i) determining a final selling price of the product whose order has been confirmed 
by the buyer terminal based on the standard selling price of the ordered product, a period from 



29 



AMENDMENT UNDER 37 C.F.R. § 1.116 
U.S. Patent Application No. 09/977,387 



time of order to the delivery date, and a total order quantity, said total order quantity including 
previously accepted orders of the product for the delivery date and subsequently accepted orders 
of the product for the delivery date which are accepted before acceptance of orders for said 
product on said delivery date is closed, 

iO sending the determined final selling price to, among the plurality of product 
suppliers, a product supplier terminal of a product supplier which provides the product which is 
ordered, 

iii) resetting, upon receiving the order confirmation from the buyer terminal, the 
base price of the product which is ordered in the delivery-date-basis base price menu for the 
delivery date of the order based on the currently accepted total order quantity of the product for 
the delivery date and a period from the present time to the delivery date, and 

iv) resetting, at a predetermined timing, the base prices of the delivery-date-basis 
base price menu for respective delivery dates based on the currently accepted total order 
quantities for the respective delivery dates and periods from the present time to the respective 
delivery dates; and 

G) receiving, at the product supplier terminal the final selling price which is sent from 
the order-receiving center terminal . 
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